October 3, 2011

Who Gets the Credit?
Scripture Reading — Judges 4:1-10
Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.”
Judges 4:8 —
The Book of Judges has a certain rhythm. People who were close to God would fall away from him.
Then trouble would enter their life, so they’d cry out to God. God would answer their cries and deliver
them. Then, after a time, the cycle would begin again.
But in that cycle God provided leaders. One such leader was Deborah, a prophetess and a judge.
She was an instrument of God who called for Barak to follow a plan laid out by God to give victory
over the enemy.
But Barak said he would not carry out Deborah’s request unless she, as God’s spokesperson, went
with him. Deborah noted that if she went with him, the honor would not be his, for God would deliver
the enemy “into the hands of a woman.” Barak’s response, in effect, was “So what?”
Barak did not fuss about who got the credit or honor; he only wanted to make sure God’s
prophet—and thus God—would be with him.
Maybe you have heard that a team can accomplish a great deal if its members don’t care who gets
the credit. The same can be said for the church. If individual church members are looking for credit or
honor, then the glory of God is not central and the result is a church that is weaker, not stronger.
Heroes of faith grow by giving credit to God.
Prayer
Dear God, forgive me when I seek to put myself first. Help me to point others to you&mdash;in word
and deed&mdash;day by day. May the name of Jesus be lifted up, I pray. Amen.

Devotion topics: Bible, Bible Characters, Christianity, Discipleship, Faith

Written by Julius Medenblik — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/julius-t-medenblik

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/who-gets-the-credit-2011-10-03
Printed on December 18, 2018

©

