March 4, 2015

When Jesus Shows Up
Scripture Reading — Luke 24:13-19
As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along
with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. — Luke 24:15-16
In today's reading we find Cleopas and his companion, perhaps his wife, trudging home from
Jerusalem to Emmaus on Easter Sunday. Crucified on Friday, Jesus' body turned up missing from his
tomb on Sunday morning. Our friends on the Emmaus road are two dejected disciples with nothing
left to do but head home.
As they discuss these strange events, a stranger joins them. We know he is Jesus resurrected, but
they don't. Jesus asks what they're talking about, and they tell him what little they know. Even before
the whole drama unfolds, we learn an important lesson: when we least expect it, Jesus can show up,
un-invited, unrecognized, and perhaps even unwelcomed—at least at first.
Our friends have been talking about Jesus, and now they are walking with him. One danger of
discipleship is talking the talk without walking the walk. Even the most serious saint can at times be
overwrought and unaware of Christ's presence.
Here's the good news for Lent: no matter how discouraged or distracted we may get, Jesus walks
with us. Maybe he shows himself in the moment, but I find that he's more often "seen" or "heard" in
hindsight. As the Emmaus travelers are about to learn, we can improve our faith journey by looking
for him in the past as well as the present.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to burn with faith and joy today as we
walk and talk with Jesus. In his name, Amen.
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