December 21, 2017

Unforgiving Jonah
Scripture Reading — Jonah 1
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love. —
Jonah 4:2
The story of Jonah is among the most exciting stories in the Bible. But this book of the Bible is not
named after a hero—Jonah is no hero. At the beginning of the story, he is running away from God,
and at the end, he is arguing with God. The book of Jonah is more about God and how great God’s
love is. God never gives up on Jonah—not when he runs away and not when he sits under a vine and
pouts (Jonah 4:6-9).
God saves Jonah from the sea storm by providing a great fish to swallow him and then to vomit him
out later on dry land (Jonah 2:10). Jonah doesn’t deserve to be saved, and yet God saves him and
provides for him in extraordinary ways.
There’s a name for what God does here—grace. Our God is gracious and abounding in love—even
though we don’t deserve his love. The grace God showed Jonah is the grace we receive through the
death and resurrection of Jesus.
That’s why Jesus calls his own burial and resurrection “the sign of the prophet Jonah” (Matthew
12:39). As Jonah was buried in the fish, Jesus was buried in the earth. As Jonah came out of the fish,
Jesus came out of the tomb.
Jonah’s story points us to Jesus’ story, and Jesus’ story tells us how far God will go on our behalf—all
the way down to a manger, all the way up on a cross.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, you came to be the friend of sinners. We are so glad because you are our friend and
Savior. Thank you for giving us a second chance. In your name, Amen.

Devotion topics: Compassion, Christianity, Discipleship, Grace

Written by Thea Leunk — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/thea-leunk
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/unforgiving-jonah
Printed on November 19, 2018

©

