June 30, 2009

The Hope of the Resurrection
Scripture Reading — Mark 16:1-8
“He has risen!”
Mark 16:6 —
For many of us, the fear of death is our greatest fear. No matter how hard we try, we cannot avoid
death’s frightening reality.
Death seems like the last and greatest enemy. But the good news is that in Jesus’ resurrection God
has provided the solution to death and to the fear of death.
In our reading for today, what the women planned to do was not pretty, but it was an act of devotion
to Jesus to see that he had a proper burial. Because he had been crucified just before sundown on
Friday, there hadn’t been time to properly anoint and prepare his body for burial before their holy
Sabbath day. So “when the Sabbath was over,” the women bought spices and went to anoint Jesus’
body, according to their custom.
But things didn’t go as planned. Arriving at the tomb, the women were greeted by an angel, who told
them something that transformed their lives and changed the world. “You are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was crucified,” said the angel. “He has risen! He is not here.” In an instant their entire
understanding of life and death began to change. Jesus had gone from life to death to new life. His
resurrection became death’s defeat, and in the light of that, Paul could write, “Death has been
swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54).
Christ is risen—for you! Do you believe that?
Prayer
Father, thank you for the assurance that Jesus has risen from the dead, and that we also will rise
because we believe in him. Thank you for the promise of new life forever in you. Amen.
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