December 31, 2009

The Gift of Failure
Scripture Reading — John 21:15-19
“Do you love me more than these?”
John 21:15 —
In 1979, De Paul University basketball player Skip Dillard needed to complete two free throws to win
the game. He missed them both, and De Paul, the number one team in the nation, was booted from
the first round of the NCAA tournament. After that game, Dillard was never the same. He had run-ins
with the law and spent time in prison. In a TV interview, he said the missed free throws haunted him
because he had failed.
Peter knew he had failed Jesus. No one had to tell him. But Jesus used that failure to help Peter grow.
How can Jesus use failure for our spiritual growth? Failure is not fatal in the eyes of Jesus. Failure
teaches us that we need a Savior.
Peter heard the word “love” from the lips of Jesus again. Jesus was not testing him but reaffirming his
love for Peter by asking him to reaffirm his love for Jesus.
Peter also learned that Jesus had not given up on him. Jesus came directly to him and called him to
lead again. Jesus offered Peter an opportunity to lead by dying to himself. Jesus even predicted that
in his death Peter would glorify God.
Peter had wandered, so Jesus had to get him back on track. As Lord and Savior, he calls the shots in
our lives.
Failure can bring us back to the Lord, who finds us and gives us another opportunity to follow him.
Prayer
Lord, forgive me when I fail, and help me to learn that even my failure can be used for your glory.
Keep me focused on you, and help me to serve you faithfully. In Jesus, Amen.
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