October 6, 2014

Strong Words
Scripture Reading — Luke 24:13-35
“How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!”
—Luke 24:25 —
These are strong words: “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe … !” Words like these can
make people defensive.
Jesus spoke these words to wake up the disciples and give them a new understanding of life. The
disciples needed to move from a place of blindness to a place of sight. They saw the death of Jesus
as an obstacle and a loss, while it actually was the greatest victory in history. They had heard that
Jesus was alive again, risen from the dead, but they were stuck in a place of complaint and were
unable to see that Jesus had enabled them to receive the gift of life. They needed strong medicine to
heal their blindness.
God’s Word is needed in our lives too. As God’s people, we are part of a sacred story. Yet we often
live as if this world is all there is. We are so captured by what we can see that we miss the unseen. A
spoken word is needed from the One who is the fulfillment of prophecy. As he joins us on the road
and explains Scripture to us, his presence sets our hearts burning.
New possibilities open up for us as we recognize Jesus and all he has done for us to give us new life.
In thankfulness we welcome into our lives the one who makes our hearts burn.
Prayer
Jesus, we confess that our hardened hearts have blocked you out. &ldquo;Open the eyes of our
hearts, Lord,&rdquo; so that we can see who you are and that you want us to fully live. Receive us,
we pray, in your name. Amen.
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