March 9, 2015

Sowing and Reaping
Scripture Reading — Galatians 6:7-10; Colossians 1:27
Whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. — Galatians 6:8
"You reap what you sow!" May-be you have heard this saying before. Parents, teachers, and others
use it a lot. It comes from this passage written by the apostle Paul: "A man reaps what he sows"—and
Paul drew it from other ancient wisdom (see Proverbs 22:8; Hosea 10:12-13). Life's circumstances
often prove the warning true.
Our great hope, Paul writes in Colossians, is "Christ in you, the hope of glory." Remember, Jesus was
called Immanuel ("God with us"—see Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23). And eventually the Holy Spirit came
to live in the hearts of all believers (Acts 2). This means God is -recreating his image in us.
This calls for our cooperation. As the farmer must sow seeds, pull weeds, and fertilize and water his
plantings to reap a harvest, so we must cooperate with the Spirit to grow the good fruit of Christlike
living. Sowing to please the Spirit means our work is done out of love for God and our neighbors
(Mark 12:30-31), love for one another (John 13:34-35), and even love for our enemies (Luke 6:35).
The Holy Spirit's guarding, guiding, inspiring, and working within us bears fruit that -pleases God. We
just need to learn how to sow and tend his crops. Spiritual discipline practiced every day will grow a
great harvest of good in us that will please our Lord. Are you ready to sow with God?
Prayer
Lord God, how can we ever please you? By the power of Christ and your Spirit, help us tend to the
good we’re called to do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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