May 12, 2019

Remembering Jesus' Words
Scripture Reading — Luke 24:1-8
Then they remembered his words. — Luke 24:8
After Jesus’ death on a cross, it must have been hard for his followers to recall his teachings about
rising from the dead and being exalted in heaven’s glory. After all, it would have seemed that his life
was a failure. How could his vision for the kingdom of God be fulfilled?
As long as Jesus’ followers only imagined a kingdom of human power, influence, and wealth, Jesus’
death would have seemed like a crushing defeat. But all along, Jesus had been speaking of a much
greater kingdom. “My kingdom is not of this world,” he had said (John 18:36). But it wasn’t till after his
resurrection that his words about being raised from the dead made sense to his followers.
Like Jesus’ first disciples, we often have a very narrow vision of God’s kingdom. We imagine that
Christ has come to give us human power, influence, or wealth. We long for Jesus to make our dreams
come true, to put our people in political office, and to keep us comfortable and happy. But it’s not all
about us. Jesus, through his death and resurrection, opens the way to a universal kingdom where
God’s will is done and his power is made complete.
In the days after his resurrection, Jesus taught his disciples more about this kingdom, preparing them
to recognize him as the ascended Lord. Can we also remember Christ’s words?
Prayer
Holy Spirit, remind us of Jesus’ words. Help us to hear the gracious invitation to enter the kingdom of
God and to set aside the small dreams of our own kingdoms, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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