November 30, 2015

Nothing Can Separate Us!
Scripture Reading — Romans 8:31-39
[Nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. — Romans
8:39
In the first eight chapters of the book of Romans, Paul has moved from the honest reality of sin, to our
need for salvation (made possible only through Jesus), to the incredible reality of being God’s child.
Now Paul wants to draw a conclusion. So he says, in effect: “If you understand these things about
God—that he wants you, that he has done everything needed to save you, and that he gives you his
Spirit so that you can be part of his family in Christ—then ask yourself, ‘If God is for us, who can be
against us?’”
It’s as if God is saying, “Hello!? Think it through. You who worry about if you belong, about the status
of your sin, about earning my favor, about how to understand life—if I did all this, and am doing all
this, do you think I will just give you up, or give up on you?”
While sin does separate us from God, God’s goal, from the time sin first occurred, is to remove what
separates us. And when, through Jesus’ sacrifice, he makes us his very children, do you think God
will let anything separate us from his love? “Neither death nor life . . . nor any powers”—no “trouble or
hardship” of any kind can separate us from God’s incredible love!
This is the story of God. And it makes all the difference, whether you are in Rome or anywhere else.
Prayer
Almighty God, your love knows no bounds, your pursuit is relentless, your justice is real, and your
forgiveness is complete. Thank you for making me yours! In Christ, Amen.
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