April 27, 2017

Loving the Unseen Savior
Scripture Reading — 1 Peter 1:3-9
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe
in him. — 1 Peter 1:8
How amazing it would have been to have personally seen Jesus in action, walking on water, healing
people, or raising people from death. And how astonishing to meet the resurrected Jesus outside his
empty tomb! But today, 2,000 years later, all we have are the Bible’s collection of testimonies.
And yet these are sufficient. Indeed, Peter commends all who believe without having met the
resurrected Jesus in person. So we must accept as true what the gospel writers and others have
reported. “Well done!” Peter commends his readers, not only for believing in Jesus but also for loving
him!
If you’ve ever spent time away from loved ones, you know the pain of missing them. Technology
narrows the gap, but it hardly lessens the longing for their presence. Having spent many months
away from home in the navy, I’ve experienced what it means to miss my loved ones. But I’ve never
known Jesus’ physical presence. In many a dark time I have longed for his loving touch. But for that
we must wait. This is why Peter, one of Jesus’ closest friends, commends his readers—you and me.
We love our Savior, despite the fact that we have not seen him or touched him or heard him speak.
Do you have that intimate love for your Savior?
Prayer
If only, Lord Jesus, we could see your face and feel your touch. It’s enough, though, that your Spirit
assures us you are with us until that day when we will see you. Amen.
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