December 7, 2017

Lovely Rachel
Scripture Reading — Genesis 29:15-30
Laban had two daughters. . . . Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel had a lovely figure and was beautiful.
— Genesis 29:16-17
Because of their father’s trickery, two sisters were married to the same man. Rachel was the only one
loved by the husband, and Leah was the only one able to bear children. In the culture of that day,
these sisters were destined to constantly compete against each other. Leah had children and wanted
Jacob’s love; Rachel had Jacob’s love and wanted children.
Despite the fact that Jacob loved her and she was beautiful, Rachel’s life was not a happy one. In
those days it was considered a disgrace to be unable to have children. But God “enabled her to
conceive” after long years of waiting, and Rachel had a boy, whom she named Joseph (Genesis
30:22-24). Later, Rachel died giving birth to another son, whom Jacob named Benjamin (Genesis
35:16-20).
The longing for love and respect from family members is still a part of our lives today. It hurts when
one person loves someone more than they are loved in return. Our deepest human need is to be
loved and to love in return.
But we can’t earn love; it can only be given. Jesus’ coming as our Savior is the most vivid example of
God’s shouting out to us how much he loves us. God loves us, just as we are—-whether or not we
are beautiful or lovable. With God, we can live life fully, knowing that we are deeply, dearly loved.
Have you accepted God’s love for you? And, in return, are you sharing that love with others?
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for loving us so much that you sent your Son to save us. In his name, Amen.
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