July 9, 2017

Love Is Not Rude
Scripture Reading — 1 Corinthians 13
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking. . . . — 1 Corinthians 13:4-5
In the middle of this list of love’s qualities, most of which are easy to understand, is one that may
sound simple but is really difficult to define: “Love . . . does not dishonor others.” Another translation
says, “It is not rude.”
Each society has different ideas of what’s polite and what’s rude. In some societies it is -polite to burp
after a meal to let the cook know how delicious and satisfying the meal was. In -other societies people
would be shocked and embarrassed to hear a burp, and the one who burped would apologize for his
rudeness.
In any society, people are trained from childhood in their culture’s rules of politeness. Some people
think politeness is the same as snobbish hypocrisy. They may deliberately enjoy disrupting a society’s
way of doing things. But politeness is simply one way of showing love, respect, and honor for others.
We’re supposed to honor not just our father and mother, “stand up in the presence of the aged, [and]
show respect for the elderly” (Leviticus 19:32). We are to respect all people, regardless of age, for
love is not rude. “It does not dishonor -others.”
Prayer
Lord God, you can see through the veneer of -hypocrisy, where the heart really has no love. Plant in
us true respect and love for others, that we may honor them in our hearts and in our openly
expressed manners. Amen.
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