October 31, 2020

Legacy
Scripture Reading — Hebrews 11:21; Genesis 50:15-21
“But God intended it for good. . . .” — Genesis 50:20
Many tombstones include an epitaph, a statement about a person’s life or character. We don’t know if
there was an epitaph on Jacob’s tomb, but Hebrews 11:21 remembers him as one who lived “by faith.”
After Jacob’s death, his elder sons were afraid that Joseph would seek revenge for mistreating him
(see Genesis 37:12-36). After all, payback would be understandable. But Joseph told them, “God
intended it for good. . . .”
When we live by faith, we see that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Joseph understood that God can redeem
even the worst of circumstances for good, to show us his salvation. In Egypt, Joseph had suffered
difficult times as a person sold into slavery, but he also learned that God was with him. And God
amazingly raised him up to be a ruler in Egypt at a time when people from many nations would need
food because of a great famine. So he told his brothers: “God intended it for good . . . the saving of
many lives”—-including their own.
The lives of Jacob and his descendants show that God can redeem even difficult people. And this
means God can redeem us too. We can know the grace and forgiveness that come from Christ’s work
of salvation. Have you experienced God’s grace? Let Jesus move your heart today from self--interest
to faith in God, who uses all things for good.
Prayer
Lord and God, you changed Jacob into a hero of faith. Change me also, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Devotion topics: Bible, Books of the Bible, Genesis, Bible Characters, Jacob, Joseph, Life,
Personal Growth, Redemption

Written by Joel Vande Werken — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/joel-vande-werken

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/legacy
Printed on December 3, 2020

©

