November 18, 2015

Jesus Trumps Sin
Scripture Reading — Romans 5:12-21
Many died by the trespass of the one man . . . God’s grace and the gift [of righteousness] . . . came
by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. — Romans 5:15
To understand reality, you have to be a realist. The Bible is not about a religious practice or a lifestyle
choice. It is about a problem and a solution. The first man, Adam, made a choice that allowed sin to
-enter the world (see Genesis 3). I not only carry that sin like a virus, but its infection has also
handicapped my life. As long as sin has control over me, I am quarantined from God. One sin messed
it up for us all. I may not like it, but that is the reality in the world today.
Only in that reality can I understand the cure that Jesus made possible. What Jesus has done makes
sense only in the context of what happened way back with the one man, Adam. Adam and Eve’s
choice infected us all. But that infection doesn’t stand a chance against the aggressive forgiveness of
God. While it took the death of Jesus to make the antidote, that is all you need to be free of the grip of
the infection.
It’s not easy theology any more than understanding antidotes is easy biology. But it is our basic reality.
That’s why God sent Jesus Christ to be our Savior. God’s grace in Jesus trumps the infection of sin.
Have you received the gift of God’s grace and Jesus’ righteousness?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, what a gift of grace you give. Though we still live in an infected world, we thank you that
we no longer have to live in the grip of sin. Help me to live accordingly for you. In your name, Amen.
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