November 27, 2011

iT's All About Love-God's Love
Scripture Reading — John 3:11-21
“God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16 —
Whether you have been reading these devotions every day, or if today is the first time, this is the
heart of the gospel story about Jesus and his mission. “God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
We neither can nor need to earn God’s favor in any way. God seeks and finds us. He sent his Son,
Jesus, into our world, taking on our flesh as a fully human friend, brother, and Savior. And purely by
grace, with no contribution on our part, Jesus paid the price for our sin.
Forgiveness and peace with God are pure gifts of grace. “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). You do not pay for a gift you receive.
God, who is a “fountain of sending love” (David Bosch), bestows that gift on you when you receive
Jesus as your Savior and Lord.
How do you know when it is true for you?
I (Lynn) recall sharing these words with someone who was seeking Jesus and is now a pastor. Paul
says that when we cry out to and seek the Father God, his Spirit is already in us testifying that we are
in fact, his child (see Romans 8:15-16).
Prayer
Lord, we are overwhelmed at how much you love us. Help us gratefully to receive your gift of
salvation, forgiveness, and grace. Then help us to pass it along to others. Amen.
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