May 5, 2013

House of God
Scripture Reading — Genesis 28:10-22
“This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
—Genesis 28:17 —
Jacob had a very powerful dream that was a vision from God. When he awoke, he said, “Surely the
LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” This gives us insight into something that continues to
happen today; we can be in the presence of God and not be aware of him. For example, in a church
service one person can experience a deep connection with God, while another person in the same
service might not sense a connection at all.
Jacob commented further on his encounter with God by saying, “This is none other than the house of
God; this is the gate of heaven.” What did he mean by that? Was there a building present? No. Were
there people present? No. Jacob’s revelation was that the house of God was where God was present.
Years later, the apostle John spoke of Jesus as bringing the presence of God: “The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). Jesus became God’s dwelling place on earth,
and that opened the way for God to live in us later through his Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:4, 33, 38). The
apostle Paul explained: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in your midst?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).
The house of God is where God comes to live and bring new life in and among us. He wants to make
our hearts his home. Does he live in you?
Prayer
Father, may your kingdom come, and may your will be done in and through us as you live in us, your
people. Amen.
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