December 30, 2016

Hopeful Purity
Scripture Reading — Titus 2:11-14
Jesus Christ . . . gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own. . . . — Titus 2:13-14
These verses begin with an -assurance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ: “For the grace of God has
appeared that offers salvation to all people.”
That is an amazing declaration of grace. It means that we don’t have to do anything to earn our
salvation. Jesus Christ has already earned salvation for us, and he has offered it to us as a free gift of
grace.
But that isn’t the only thing God’s grace provides for us. God’s grace also forms us into people of
holiness and purity.
It’s not that we need to become holy and pure by our own efforts in order to earn salvation. Rather,
the salvation that Jesus freely gives to us also teaches us and forms us into people who live holy lives
out of gratitude. Salvation comes first, and holy living is a result.
The good news for people every-where is that Jesus gives salvation to all who believe in him. But the
good news gets even better than that. In addition to giving us salvation, Jesus gives us new life right
now.
The gospel is not just about living with God after we die; it’s also about living in holiness and purity
with God right now. We can receive the grace of holy living as we follow Jesus each day.
Prayer
Holy God, make us more and more like Jesus each day. Help us to live lives that are self-controlled
and upright, showing our gratitude to you for your amazing grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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