August 30, 2015

Hemmed In, Kept Safe?
Scripture Reading — Psalm 139
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. — Psalm 139:5
There is a sense in which every-thing we will be and do is shaped before we are born—what kind of
person we will be, our strengths and weaknesses, our abilities and talents. Because God is involved
in our creation, God is also involved in every day of our life.
God is watching over every breath and every step we take. And there is nowhere we can go where
God is not present.
Is this good news or bad news?
Sometimes we don’t want people to get to know us too well; we’re afraid they might find out
something about us that we’d rather keep secret or that we think they won’t like.
The good news is that God already knows everything about us—and still he accepts us and loves us.
God is with us through every situation, protecting and guiding us. He knows us completely, and that
doesn’t stop him from loving us completely.
The assurance for all who know and love God is that no matter what we do or where we go, no matter
what happens to us—hardship, trouble, danger, persecution, disaster, war, or anything else—we can
never be separated from God’s comforting presence and love in Christ our Savior (Romans 8:35-39).
Do you have this assurance?
Prayer
God, it can be scary to think how well you know us. And yet it’s comforting to know how thoroughly
you watch over and care for us. It is both fearful and wonderful. Thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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