December 22, 2009

Great Expectations
Scripture Reading — Luke 19:11-27
“‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’”
Luke 19:13 —
In the days before World War II, German theologian Helmut Thielicke wanted the kingdom of Adolf
Hitler to fall quickly. He trusted Jesus would bring in a new era of freedom if the German people read
the Word and prayed earnestly for him to come. He publicized a Bible study and waited for crowds to
fill up the church. God gave him two old women and a much older organist. Thielicke did not think he
could take on the German military machine with a nursing home army. Thielicke did not want the crew
Jesus provided.
Jesus tells a parable about using the resources God has given us. A king goes away for a time, and
he gives his servants money to use wisely while he is gone. Those servants include you and me as
we wait for Christ’s return. What is he expecting from us while he is away?
First, that we not sit on our gifts but use them to expand the kingdom. We’ve been given treasures of
blessings, not to hoard for ourselves but to bless others.
Second, that we prepare a report on our use of the king’s gifts. There are no exceptions, only
expectations.
Third, that we not be lazy out of fear. One servant was judged “wicked” for playing life too safe.
King Jesus expects us to bless and extend the kingdom he is building through us. He expects us to
put our gifts to work until he comes back. Let’s get to work!
Prayer
Dear Lord, help me to think creatively in using my gifts to please you. Help us all to get to work. By
your Spirit, may we be faithful servants. In your name we pray. Amen.

Devotion topics: Bible, Books of the Bible, Gospels

Written by Reginald Smith — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/reginald-smith
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/great-expectations-2009-12-22
Printed on August 15, 2020

©

