February 21, 2020

God's Shield of Protection
Scripture Reading — Isaiah 43:1-5
“When you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be burned.” — Isaiah 43:2
Have you ever felt that you just couldn’t handle one more difficult thing? Have you wondered how you
will get through the next days and months?
God knows the struggles of his people. Through Isaiah, God assured Israel as they were oppressed
in exile. God reminded them of his power in the past, and God pointed to his sure presence for the
future. The Red Sea had not swept over them as they left Egypt (Exodus 14), and in Babylon a fiery
furnace would not burn Daniel’s friends (Daniel 3). God promised, “You are mine,” and “I will be with
you.”
The comfort in this passage—that God never lets go as we face all kinds of dangers and
struggles—is for God’s people both as a group and as individuals. Nothing can destroy the people
whom God has called, so we need not be afraid.
In the summer of 2013 I was shocked and saddened by the death of my youngest sister. Two weeks
later, I was diagnosed with melanoma that required surgery, followed by numerous complications. For
a while it felt as though the waves of grief and flames of fear were too big to handle. But God did not
allow me to be swept away or burned.
The almighty God personally promises to be our shield of protection as we navigate the fiery darts of
the devil.
Prayer
Great I am, help me to trust you when life feels overwhelming and I am pummeled with problems.
Thank you that I am precious to you and that your love is eternal. Amen.
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