February 20, 2019

God’s Free Gift
Scripture Reading — Matthew 19:30-20:16
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard.” — Matthew 20:1
In the city where I live, there’s a place where unemployed people gather every morning. It’s often
called “Cash Corner.” The unemployed need some income to make ends meet, and they are willing to
work. Construction managers drive their pickup trucks to Cash Corner and select from the
unemployed when they need some additional workers for the day. The managers typically select the
biggest and strongest first, hoping for an honest day’s work.
This is similar to the scene Jesus describes as he says, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.” The surprising part of this story is
that the landowner went back to select more workers—not once, not twice, but three more times. And
the last time he went, there was only one hour of work left in the day! There was also not much
promise of strength and ability in the last workers to be chosen.
Jesus wants us to know that no matter when you enter the kingdom, and no matter what your own
strength and ability are, each person receives the same benefit at the end of the day. Jesus, the
landowner, gives each of us the same gift of grace. And this is not something we can earn or pay off
by working in God’s kingdom. The gift of grace is a true gift! And we are called to share God’s love
and grace freely with others.
Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for your gift of grace. May we accept it with gratitude for your amazing love, and
may we learn to share it. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Devotion topics: Parable, Christianity, Discipleship, Grace, God, God's Kingdom

Written by Dale Melenberg — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/dale-melenberg
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/gods-free-gift

Printed on August 14, 2020

©

