November 21, 2017

Getting Along Is Essential
Scripture Reading — 1 Corinthians 1:4-17
God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. — 1
Corinthians 1:9
Paul diligently taught that God is faithful, calling people into fellowship with his Son. And for the sake
of being faithful witnesses for Christ to the world, it’s essential that all who are called into this
fellowship live in unity and harmony.
But things weren’t going that way in the church at Corinth. And Paul minced no words in addressing
the problem in this letter to the believers there.
He began his letter noting his thanks to God for the grace and spiritual gifts given them. And after
reminding them of God’s faithfulness in calling them into fellowship, Paul appeals to them “in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He calls them to “agree with one another,” and he admonishes them,
demanding an essential unity of “mind and thought.” There was to be no room for divisions. Instead,
love, unity, and harmony are to be the signs of Christ’s -presence.
When believers forget what unites them, they focus on externals such as who baptized whom, or who
follows which leader, or who comes from what nation, or who has what skin color, or who has the
most money. Our harmony is not to be based on our common preferences or interests. Ego-driven
divisions have no place among us. Our allegiance to Christ must be expressed in our love for one
another. It’s essential!
Prayer
Lord Jesus, help us to live out our relationship with you and your church in such a way that our
harmony and fellowship testify to your love for a hurting world. In your name, Amen.

Devotion topics: Unity, Faithfulness, Christianity, Discipleship, Love

Written by George Vink — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/george-vink

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/getting-along-is-essential
Printed on May 27, 2019

©

