June 10, 2012

Escaping Conflict
Scripture Reading — Genesis 27:41-45
“Whoever would love life and see good days must … turn from evil and do good; they must seek
peace and pursue it.”
—1 Peter 3:10-11 —
One of the wrong ways to handle conflict is to try to run away from it, hoping the problem will
disappear. Jacob cheated his brother, Esau, and deceived his father, Isaac, to gain the family
inheritance. His mother, Rebecca, then urged him to run for his life from the consequences.
Responding to conflict by escaping may include changing jobs, breaking up a marriage, moving away,
leaving home, or changing churches. In extreme situations it may involve taking one’s own life to
avoid dealing with a serious problem.
But running away from conflict only postpones dealing with the problem. Sometimes when our
personal safety is threatened we need to get some distance away. It may be helpful to call a time out
to calm down, pray, and think about the next action we need to take. But a temporary break should be
followed by earnest efforts to seek help and to work to resolve the issue.
Many years later, Jacob returned to face the conflict he had caused by his earlier deception. But first
the Lord met him face to face to humble and convict him. When he reunited with his family, Jacob
was a changed man, trusting God instead of relying on his cheating schemes (see Genesis 32).
Prayer
God of salvation, I have denied and avoided conflicts that I should have faced. Give me courage and
wisdom to work on past problems as well as any that I am now involved in. Amen.

Devotion topics: Life, Family & Relationships, Christian Life, Trust

Written by David Zandstra — https://today.reframemedia.com/authors/david-zandstra
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/escaping-conflict-2012-06-10

Printed on November 19, 2019

©

