June 25, 2014

Do Not Be Amazed!
Scripture Reading — John 5:28-30
“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice
and come out.”
—John 5:28-29 —
Do not be amazed! That’s what Jesus says to his disciples as he announces one of the most amazing
things that will happen. He tells them not to be amazed when someday every person who has died
will come back to life with a new body. The apostle John adds more amazing details when he says in
the book of Revelation, “The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the
dead that were in them” (Revelation 20:13).
How could we not be amazed? Whenever I have stood in a cemetery conducting a gravesite service,
the thought has come to me: “What an amazing day it will be when all these graves are opened and
every person will come to life!” It is beyond our comprehension that someday, at the sound of the
trumpet, those who have died will rise from the dead, and even the sea and every other place where
people have been buried will give up the dead that are in them.
Of course we stand in awe at that thought. Of course it is be-yond our human comprehension. The
Lord Jesus wants us to marvel at what will happen someday. But he also wants us to accept it by
faith. His resurrection is our guarantee. That’s how we know. Read and reread 1 Corinthians 15 and
be as-sured that he who raised Jesus from the dead will also raise us when he comes again.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, we marvel, and we stand amazed. Give us the faith to believe. In your name, Amen.
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