May 2, 2013

Community Buster
Scripture Reading — Genesis 3
“You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will
certainly die.”
—Genesis 2:17 —
God came looking for Adam and Eve. Their disobedience had changed things, and they were hiding.
A loving trusting relationship was broken, and they saw God in a new way.
What happened in the courts of heaven? Did God change? No! He is the same yesterday and today
and forever. Then what happened on earth? Well, Adam and Eve changed with the introduction of
death: “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you
will certainly die.”
What did death look like? Suddenly Adam and Eve were anxious and hid from God. Their security
and peace were destroyed, and shame, fear, and brokenness entered in. Adam said, “I was afraid
because I was naked; so I hid.” Their loving fellowship with God and each other was replaced with
fear, isolation, and loneliness. They were no longer experiencing life abundantly.
Why were they afraid? The presence of God meant the presence of love, joy, and life, and sin
exposed Adam and Eve’s misery and loss. This was unbearable in the presence of the Lord—and we
have been hiding ever since.
But God, in his lovingkindness, is willing to enter into our darkness to bring restoration. So along with
consequences for their sin, they also received God’s promise (verse 15), and he blessed them by
making clothes for them.
Prayer
Lord, our broken fellowship with you is painful. Thank you for not giving up on us and for covering our
naked-ness. Amen.
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