May 23, 2013

Choosing a Master
Scripture Reading — Matthew 6:24-34
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
—Matthew 6:24 —
Jesus challenges us to think hard about who our master is. Is God our Master, or is money our
master? We cannot serve both, says Jesus.
How do these masters operate in our lives?
God is loving, selfless, and generous. When God is our Master, he speaks words of life so that we do
not have to worry. God, our Creator, cares for the birds of the air and clothes even the grass of the
field.
Money, on the other hand, says, “If you have enough material possessions, then you will be secure
and able to deal with any problem that comes up in your life.” Money calls us to be selfish and do
whatever it takes to get ahead. It claims that the person with the most toys wins.
Money and the power of riches (and the people taken in by them) threaten us by saying, “If you do not
bow down to me, you will not get what you need or want.” Money is a greedy, selfish, deceiving spirit
who wants to steal and destroy.
When God is our Master, we know we are in good hands. We can live from a place of generosity,
knowing that God’s kingdom is recession-free. Even as trials come, we stand in faith as Job did,
knowing our Redeemer lives (Job 19:25)!
Prayer
Father, we want to put our faith and trust in you, not in money or possessions. Enable us to be
generous and selfless as we grow to be united with you, our good and gracious Creator, Lord, and
Savior. Amen.
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