July 6, 2010

Cast the Nets!
Scripture Reading — Luke 5:1-11
“Master, we … haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”
Luke 5:5 —
Simon was probably not in a good mood when Jesus asked him to put his boat out a ways so he
could teach the people. Simon and his crew had just come in from fishing all night without catching
anything, and now they were cleaning their nets. They must have been exhausted! But instead of
being able to clean up, go home for breakfast, and sleep, they had to wait while this rabbi preached to
all the people who were following him. How frustrating that must have been!
But then Jesus told Simon to row out to deep water and cast his nets. Why would Jesus do that?
Jesus wanted to make a strong disciple of Simon. Simon had already heard the words of Jesus and
may have experienced a change in his heart. But he may also have had doubts about Jesus. In
response to Jesus’ command, Simon said, “Because you say so, I will let down the nets.” And what
happened? They caught so many fish that their nets nearly broke and they filled two boats to
overflowing!
Those little words “because you say so” are powerful, for they capture the response of obedient faith.
Like Simon, we need to listen to Jesus, and we need to trust him when he calls us to cast our nets in
faith, even if it’s a strain to do so. Though fatigue, hunger, or other discomfort may make it difficult, we
need to follow when he calls. He is the Lord!
Prayer
Lord, please forgive us for often neglecting to do your will. Help us to always be obedient and to see
the miracles you work all around us. In your name we pray. Amen.
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