March 16, 2015

Ask for Anything You Wish!
Scripture Reading — John 15:5-16
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
— John 15:7
Wow! Ask for anything, and God will give it to us? This statement can sound too good to be true. Of
course, we have to look at Jesus' statement carefully, and that is a helpful exer-cise for engaging in
the discipline of prayer.
Jesus' conditions are the key: "If you remain in me and my words remain in you . . ." He's not offering
to dole out anything we want.
Later Jesus goes on to say, "Whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you." We must know
the significance of Jesus' name and be sure that we are in tune with him as we pray. And in gratitude
for all he has done for us, we'll want to seek his will. (See also 1 John 5:14-15.)
When we are in sync with Christ, we will pray as he did when he was about to give up his life for our
sake. Faced with his impending death to save his people, Jesus pleaded with his Father for relief, but
added, "Yet not as I will, but as you will" (Matthew 26:39).
The apostle Paul wrote, "We are co-workers in God's service" (1 Corinthians 3:9). We want
what--ever contributes to God's cause.
Our prayers are answered as we walk in step with Christ. God will provide all we need in order to do
all he wants and to become all he means us to be. And he knows that our response will be a grateful
"Wow!"
Prayer
Lord, we want to do your will and live by it, serving in your kingdom. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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